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Medical English Memories

In around 2003,
l've become
teaching English
to some doctors
in Tomio, one of
whom was Dr
Sakao.

201978198

SaogEwsre  OnC day the

following year, |
was in a coffee shop in Sannomiya when |
received a phone call from him. He asked
me if | would be interested in doing a
seminar on medical English, and, although |
agreed to do it, | didn't really know what it
would be like.

In the next few months, | made an 11-page
list of words and phrases related to
medical English, and added their Japanese
meanings.

In 2004 we did the first seminar. Some of
you who attended may recall that | spoke
English AND Japanese! We mainly used
some of my list for that seminar, but after
that we began creating original dialogs. Of
course, | stopped using Japanese - that was
for Dr Sakao!

In 2006, Dr Sakao approached me with an
idea to make a book from the dialogs we
used in the seminars. | suspect this had
been his true dream all along. Kinpodo, a
publisher in Kyoto, agreed to make the
book, and we began planning the content
and layout. We added new dialogs and
other parts, and | had fun designing the
cover and making the cartoons inside. We
had quite a few meetings with the Kinpodo
staff (MHEHM and & E#F) at an Indian
restaurant in Ashiya.

At the start of 2008, the first B T2 E
book was published, and it was a success!
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Kinpodo had
previously made
only very technical
or academic books
(without audio), so it
was a first for them,
too.

The success of the
seminars and book
attracted attention
from various
institutions.We did
a few seminars in Kakogawa and also
become the MedINT seminars in
Nishinomiya.

SIEEIZTa 25—
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Every year, we were always changing and
trying to improve the seminars, each one of
which would include some humorous
moments - Dr Sakao and | always enjoyed
making jokes!

| would like to thank all the doctors listed
below who contributed to the seminars
and books. | apologize if | have omitted any
names.

| would also like to thank EEEREER=
for supporting the seminars — FEES A was
a great help!—and for their initial assistance
in creating the first book and finding a
publisher for it.

Thank you, everyone!
Robert Conroy
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